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Appl.No. 09/914,657 



REMARKS 



This prelimmary amendtnent is presented to eliminate place the application in better rorm 



for examination. Mo nevv matter has been added 

Cl^ums 18 and 20 have been canceled. Claims 14 to 17, and 21 have been amended. Claims 
14-18, 1 9 and 21-26 remain in tlus application, with claim 14 being the independent claim. 

It is believed that the amei^dments to the claims overcomes the objections and rejections of 
the claims raised in ihe Oface Action dated June 6, 2003. 

Applicants respectfully submit that this application is in condition for allowance, and such 
action is respectfully requested. 

Any additional fees or charges required at this time in connecLion with the applicaiion may 
be charged to our Patent and Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 03-2412. 



Respectfully submitted^ 



COHEN, PONTAM, LIEBERMAN Sc PA VANE 




Michael fcTStuart 
Reg. No- 35,698 



551 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1210 
NewYork»N.Y. 10176 
(212) 6S7-2110 



October 29, 2003 
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Michael C Stiiart 

Cohen Poiltaiii Uiberjwan & Pfivane 

Surtu !210 

55 1 F'rfth Avenue 

New York, NV iOJ76 
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BAKE? OHO. KATHERINE A 



DATE MAILED: li'Uli'iOOa 



Please find below attd/or attached sn Office conLmunication concemmg this appKcation or proceediJig. 



DEC 3 - 2»5 
RECEIVEP 
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Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Washtngton, D.C. 20231 
wvjW.uspto.gov 



FIRST NAMED APPUCAhfT 



ATTY. DOCKET NO/TTFLE 



DATE [WAILED; 



NOTICE OF IMPROPER REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION (ROE) 

The request for continued examination (RCE) under37 CFR 1.l14tiled on / mm 
improper for reason(s) indicated below; / / 



□ 



1. Continued examEnation under 37 CFR 1 .114 does not apply to an application for a design patent. 
Applicant may wish to consider fling a continuing application under 37 CFR 1 .53(b) or a CPA 
under 37 CFR 1.-53(d). 

n 2. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application that was filed before 
June S, 1^95. Applicant may wish to consider filing a continuing application under 37 CFR r53(b) 
or a CPA under 37 CFR 1.53(d), 

□ 3, Continued examination under 37 CFR 1-114 does not apply to an application unless prosecution in 

the appticmion is closed, if the RCE wgs accompanied by a reply to a non-final Office action, 
the reply will be entered and considered under 37 CFR 1.1-11. If the RCE was not accompanied by 
a reply, the time period set forth in the last Office action continues to run from the mailing date of that 
action. 

n 4. The request was not filed before payment of the issue fee, and no petition under 37 CFR 1.313 was 
granted, if this application has not yet issued as a patent, applicant may wish to consider filing either 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.313 to withdraw this application from issue, or a continuing application 
under 37 CFR 1.53(b). 

□ 5. The request was not filed before abandonment of the application. The application was abandoned, 

or proceedings terminated on Applicant may wish to consider filing a 

petition under 37 CFR 1 .1 37 to revive \t\\s abandoned application. 

n 6, The request was not accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7Ce) as required by 37 CFR 

1.1.14. Since the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the final Office action or 
riSice of allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice. 



fer 7. Th( 



7. The request was not accompanied by a submission as required by 37 CFR 1.114. Since the 
application Is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the final Office action or notice of 
allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice. 

Note- If a request for a continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1.53Cd) has been filed in 
the utility or plant application (including a previously filed CPA) that was filed on or after May 29. 2D00. the 
request for a CPA has been treated as a RCE because the CPA practice no longer applies to such 
application. The constructive RCE. however, is improper for reason(s) indicated above. 

A copy of this notice MUST be return ed with any repfy. 

Any (ujestions about this notice to: -^-"T^ i / A 

\i. 3/2001) 
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